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To do good, and to communicate, Jorge not'; for w / th 
3 ſich Sacrifices God i wel, ple 4 iſe 4 | 


HE Author of this Epiſtle, having treated at large of the 
T Legal Sacrifices preſcrib'd by the Law of Moſes, and 
having prov'd that they were Typical in their firſt 
deſign, Prefigurative of the Death of Chriſt, and-conſequent- 
ly to ceaſe after he had put away Sin by the Sacrifice af Him- 
ſelf; doth here in the cloſe of his Diſcourſeè intimate to this He- 
brews, That tho Carnal Sacrifices were how aboliſtru, yet 
there were others of a Spiritual kind, which were ſtill in force 
under the Goſpel, and were to be of perpetual Obligation. 
Thankſgiving to God for the Benefits receiv'd from him, 
and Benehicence to our Brethren, in communicating to them 
a due proportion of thoſe good things, which are by Gas 
Providence diſpenſed to us, were, even under the Law, o 
ſuperior Obligation to the Sacrifices required'by it: For theſe 
rcceiv'd all their value from poſitive A "but. thoſe 
were in their own Nature proper for God to ect, and for 
Men to perform. Sacrifices were only acceptable, when 
accompanied with the Love of God and Men: But when 
ſeparated from theſe, they were of no worth in the eſtimati- 
on of him, who in the appointment of them, could propoſe no 
other end than his own Honour, and the Benefit of Mankind 
That Thankſgiving was the Principal thing intended by 
the Euchariſtical Sacrifices under the Law, we are plainly 
inſtructed in that paffionate Expoſtulation of God with his 
People, which we find in the 5oth Pſalm; Hear, O my People 
and I will ſpeak O Iſrael, and I will teſtiſie againſt thee; I am God, 
even thy God, I will not reprove thee for thy Sacrifices, or thy Burnt- 
Offerings, to have been continually before me. Will I eat the fleſh 
ef bulls, or drink the blood of goats? Offer unto God thankſgiving 
and pay thy vows unto the moſt High. Thankigiving therefore 
being the principal aim of ſuch Sacrifices, under the Lega 
Oeconomy, was not ſuperſeded by the Abrogation of them 
but was to remain of equal force under the Goſpel-diſpenſa 
tion. The Sacrifice of Praiſe was, before the Eſtabliſhment 
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and of our Cattle, are now no longer to be brought to the Al- 
tar, yet we are taught hy the Apoſtle, in the Verſe before 
my Text, ſtill co: offer: the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God conti- 
nually,' © that 8, the fruit of aur Lips, giving thanks to his 


And fo likewiſe-as to Mts of Charity, even whilſt the Law 
was in its full Vigor, God had ſolemnly declared, char be 
would have Mercy and not Sacrifice, i. 6, not Sacrifice alone 
wi Mercy; but if they maſtbe ſeparated, Mercy in con- 
tradiſtinction to Sacrifice; and where they were joyned, 
rr N. Mercy, as in Nature, Dignity, and uſe pre- 

erable to Sacrifice. At the Sacrificial Feaſts of the Jews, 
the Poor, the Fatherleſs, and the Widow were entertain d 
out of thoſe Offerings which were brought unto the Altar, 
Now tho? theſe O»lations ceas d, yet the Apoſtle warns the 
Hebrews, that this Charitable Relief of the Poor was not to 
be intermitted : God was pleas d that thoſe Gifts, which were 
formerly offer'd to him who did not want them, ſhould now 
be beftow'd on thoſe, no moſt needed them; and he vouch- 
ſafed to recede from his own Right, that he might transfer 
that Right on the Poorand Neceffitous. Since therefore God 
had graciouſly releas d unto the belicving Hebrews, what he 
before claim'd from their Forefathers, as due unto himſelf: 
they might now afford a larger proportion ot Charity to their 
poor Brethren : whar ſhould — be gicen unto 
theſe, God would look upon as paid unto himſelf ; and Alms 
giving alone, without Sacritice, ſhould now be accepted by 
him in the place both of Alms and of Sacrihce. 

To do good, and to communicate, forget not; for with ſuch Sacri- 
fices God n well pleaſed. | 1 : 

In which Words there are two things which deſerve our 
Conſideration. : 

L. Nuty commanded in the former part of tle 
Verſe, that to do good, and to communicate, we ſbould 


not forget, N i Ss 
II. A Motive propos'd to enforce the Practice of this 
Duty, in the latter part of the Verſe, for with ſuch 
| Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. ; | 
Of our forgetting to do good and to communicate, there is the leſs 
Danger, becauſe this Duty hath upon the return of theſe pious 
Solemnities, been ſo often inculcated, that it cannot but be 
deeply imprinted on our * Nature and W 
| 2 0 


of Charity; the Root, from which it ought to ſpring; che 


and fo perfectly underſtood. But for the better quickning ot 
vou to the conſcientious Practice of a Duty, ſo well known 


them. Acts of Bencficence therefore, and Sacrifices mult 


(4) 


Branches, into which it ought to ſpread it ſelf; the Fruits, 
which ir ought to bear; the Height to which it ought to riſeʒ 
the Obligations which we are under, as we are Men, and a8 
we are Chriſtians, to a conſtant and cheerful Performance 
of this Duty, have, upon ſuch Occaſions as theſe, been ſet 
forth ſuch variety of | Reaſoning ſach ſtrength and Argu- 
ment, and ſuch perſwaſive Elo juence, that it would be ſus 
perfluous to inſiſt upon a Subject ſo thoroughly handled, 


in Theory, I ſhall examine the Force of that Motive, which: 
the Apoſtle here makes uſe of, to excite in us a conſtant readi- 
nels to do good, and to communicate; becauſe withſuch Sacrifices 
God u well pleaſed. | 11:01 
In purſuance of which I ſhall ſhew, | ' 
1. What Analogy there is between Acts of Charity and 
Sacrifices. 104640 
2. "Mm what Senſe God is ſaid with ſuch Sacrifices to be well 
leaſe > | / Ty " 
0 And then in the Cloſe, I ſhall apply what ſhall have'been 
delivered to the occaſion of this preſent Solemnity. ö 

1. I am to ſhew. what Analogy there is between Acts of 
Charity and Sacrifices, 

Doing good and communicating woy'd not be term'd Sacrifices 
well pleaſing to God (as they are here by our - Apoſtle) unleſs 
there was ſome likeneſs betwixt Acts of Charicy and legal 
Sacrifices: and unleſs theſe in ſomething differ'd from Proper 
and Literal Sacritices, they would not be, as they in Scripture 
ſometimes are compar'd to them, and preferr*d before 


be fo far alike; Alms given to the Poor, and Incenſe offered 
to God, muſt have that Congrui:y One with the other, as to 
juſtibe their being both cal'd by the ſame common Name, 
and at the ſame time, they muſt be fo far different and dil- 
ferent and diſtinguiſhable, as that ſome things may be ſaid of and u 

the one, which do at all belong to the other. Acts of Cha- Bur? 
rity towards the Poor, are not Sacrifices, in the Strict and Mato th 
Literal, and Proper Senſe of that Word; but they are Ob- more. I 
lations in a Larger, Figurative, and more remote Senſe; I One 


» viou 


himſelf 


They ſo far differ from Oblations, that, when they are cal- hem { 
led Offerings, or Sacritices, it muſt be own'd, that this is il © 
not 
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far alike to them, that this Name is not abus'd, nor iis mean- + 


verted, when it's apply d, as it is here by the Apoſtle, to 
ads oſ Charity and Beneficence. * - Joel 
The Word, Sacrifice, is not ſo far appropriated to carnal 
Victims and Oblations by the Inſpir'd Writers, but that even 
in the Old Teſtament, during the Moſaical Diſpenſation, we 
obſerve this Word us d in a more refin'd and Spiritual Senſe. 
In the fame Pſalm, wherein Burnt· Offerings, and Oblatione, 
and the Offering of young Bullocks upon the Altar, are cal'd 
the Sacrifices of — 242 4 Troubled * rit is alſo {aid to be 
the Sacriſice Gad; and we find this Appellation apply d 
by the Prophets to Prayer and Thankſgiving, as well as to the 
bloody Sacrifices of the Altar. So that the Word Sacrifice, in the 
largeſt and moſt: extenſive Senſe of it, plaĩnly took in all thoſe 
Religious Actions, which the Servants of God were bound to 
perform by his Command, in his Worſhip and to his Glory. 
True it is, that even this larger ſenſe of the Word, (which 
frequently occurs in the Old Teſtament) will not take in 
Acts of Chatity ; which are not offer d, ſtrictly ſreaking, to 
God, but beſtow'd upon Men; are no parts of the Worſhip 
due to the common Father of us all, but a Branch of that 
Duty we owe to our Brethren, and do not ſo preperly belong 
to the Precepts of the firſt, as of the ſecond Table: fo that ir 
is no wonder, if in the Writings of the Old Teſtament: we 
no-where find Acts of Charity towards the poor, calPd (as 
they are here by St. Pau!) Oblations, or Sacrifices. But under 
the Goſpel, where our Saviour, who 4s God above all, Bleſſed 
for ever, hath declar'd all Acts of Charity done by us to the leaſt 
of our Brethren, 4s done unto bimſelf \, ſuch Charitable Actions 
being in; ended by Chriltians to promote the Glory of God; 
being perform'd by us as a Service acceptable and well 2 
o him; being done for his ſake, at his Inſtance, and to his 
onour; and being, in the 7 — Conſtruction of our 
Saviour, done, not ſo much unto Men, as unto Chriſt 
himſelf, who is God as well as Man; may, in theſe regards, 
and upon theſe Accounts, very properly be ſty d Sacrihces. 
But if we enquire farther into the Nature of Sacrifices, and 
into the Ends for which they were appointed, we ſhall ſtill find 
more: Lines of reſemblance between theſe and Acts of Charity. 
One great End of Sacrifices was, that thoſe who offer'd 
hem ſhould by ſuch AUF fignibe, that they _— 
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ledg d God to be the Sovereign Creator and Diſpoſer af al 
Mons By Conſecrating to bim part of their Subſtance 
they proſeis d, that they ow'd all ro his Bounty, and” pai 
him back a Portion of what they enjuy'd,:asan acknowledy 
ment, that they receiv'd the Whole from his overflowing 
Goodneſs and Pienitude. How ſmall ſoever this Acknow 
ledgment was and how little ſever valuable for irs own] 
trinſick Worth yet it had fo far the Nature of a Quit Rent 
that it was exacted from them, and paid by them as a Proc 
of their Dependance; and that they were not Proprietors of 
what they poſſeſt, but T'enants, who held of him, to hot 
as to their Chief Lord, they paid this Homage and Service 
Hence wa it that God required the Firſt· Fruits of the Earth 


to be offer d to him, that the Offerer might thereby declare, 


that tho? he water'd and planted, yet it was God alone 


that gave the Increaſe, and God who was the Owner of 


the Soil. | 
So alſo the Firſt-born of all Cattle, as well as of Men, w 
to be SanEtified unto God; and of theſe ſome to be actualli 


Sacrificed, of others to be redeem'd at a ſet Price, to expreſs 


by this ſolemn Oblation, that Children and the Fruit of the 
Womb were an Heritage and Gift that cometh of the Lord; and 
that whether he demanded 4 Bullock out of the Houſe, or an 
He-goat out of the Folds, he ask'd nothing but what was by 
antecedeni Right his own; ſince every Beaſt of the Foreſt is hn, 
aud the Cattle u on a thouſand Hills; the Earth '# the Lords, and 
the fulneſs thereof, the World, and they that dwell therein, Now 
if this was the Principal ching fignitied by the Oblations o 
Sacrifices, that God is the Soveraign Proprietor and Diſpoſer 
of oll things; that we ought with part of our Riches to ac- 
knowledge his ſupreme Dominion, from whoſe Gift and 


Bounty we derive the Whole, then Acts of Charity to the 


Poor and Needy, will, in this reſpect, have a near Relation 
to Sacrihces, and are by our Apoſtle, upon good grounds, 
RyPd ſuch in the Text; ſince by our readineſs to part with ſome 
Share of our Worldly Goods to the Poor (whom God has made 
his Proxies and Subſtitutes, to receive at our Hands whar is due 
to him) we do give Honour to him to whom Honour belongeth 1, Wh 
render unto God the things that are Gods; We re- pay him a ſmall 
part of that abundance wherewith he hath inrich'd us; and by 
diſpenſing our Riches to thoſe whom he has commiſſion d to be 
his Receivers, we plainly ſhew,that we do not look upon them 
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ge eo be ſo ly. our own, as His; as being not the Pur- 
e o Ora Induſtoy?. but che Fruimof his Mercy; mot 
oving to Fortune and Chance, bur to his Bl-fling and Pro- 
"Yvidence; in grateful acknowledgment of which, we pay a 
ind of continual Tribute out of them; as well remembring 
Plunder whom we told ; and that what we poſſeſs, is not our 
7 re Free Kane Inheritance, but a li- 
ul mited and dependant I enure, held upon, certain Covenants 
and Conditions: nd ſubject ro 9555 roens apd Payments, 
our Soveregn I. bl bath been p eas'd, in the firſt Donation, 
neo relerve ta Himtelf out af it. 27 
Another end of. Sacrifices was, that thoſe who offerd them 
night by Conſecrating to God ſome ſmall. Portion of their 
suhſtance, derive; from him a Bleſſing on the reſt. As they 
od whatever they enjoy d to his free Gift and Bounty, 
vo at firſt liberally beſtow'd it on them, ſd they ow'd, alſo 
the -continu'd and quiet Poſſeſſion of it to his Providence, 
who ſecur'd it to them; they held of him as their Chief 
Lord, and therefore paid Homage to him on account of his 
Dominion; and they were quieted in this their Tenure by 
his Protection, and therefore paid Tribute to him as the 
Maintainer and Preſerver ot thoſe Rights, which they had 
at firſt deriv'd from him. God as a Sovereign Lord, who 
had the Propriety of the whole, was pleas'd to accept of a 
part, as an Acknowledgment of his Right to their entire 
Poſſeſtons: But tho? this was a Debt, which was ſtrictly due 
to him; nay, tho? it was accepted by way of Compolition, 
in lieu of a much larger, which he might juſtly have demand- 
ed; tho, upon both theſe Accounts, it was fo far from lay ing 
an Obligation upon him to make any returns, that the ver 
e of it laid a new De upon them, at why 
Hands he accepted it yet he was pleas d, in His great Bounty, 
to recompenſe their Payment of what they ow'd him, by 
making them farther and larger Grants: He took care that 
their Poffeſſions ſhould not be k flened, but Augmented by 
what they had paid to him; what by Oblations · offer d unto 
God they were required to expend, that was abundantly 
made up to them, by the plentiful Increaſe with which Gerd 
was pleaſed to bleſs them. Solomon therefore preſſes the Ob- 
ſervance of this Religious Duty of. Sacrificing, from the con- 
ſideration of thoſe Temporal Bleſſings that were ſure to iſſue 
from it, Honour the Lord, faith he, with thy Subſtance, — 
| 2 4 4 
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the firſt-fruits of all thine increaſe, So ſhall thy Bam, be filled with 
plenty. and thy preſſes ſhall burſt out with ntw Min Prov. 3 9. 70. 
Now if this was another end intended by 'rhe: Sacrifices of the Lay 
that by offeriog up ro God part of their Subſtance, they might derive 
upon themſelves and their Families, a Bleſſing on the Remainder; then 
it is evident, that Acts of Charity: ro the Poor, have in this regard al 
ſo,. a fill firther reſemblance to legal Sacrifices, fince by thus diſpenſing 
them, we may ſecure to our ſelves God's Bleſſing on all our Enjoyments, 
To his Gift we originally owe what we have; to his Protection we owe 
the Preſervation of it ; to him therefore is an Homage due, as our Lord, 
anda Tribute due, as our Protector; and what we pay to him upon both 
theſe 1itles, by the Hands of thoſe whom he hath appointed his Re- 
ceivers, is ſo far from being an Incumbrance on our Eſtate, that it is an 
Advantage; for what we poſſeſs is not leſſen'd, but increas'd by this 
Deduction; ſince it diſpoſes God to pour down his Bleſſings in a more 
plentiſul manner upon us. For as to Sacrifices of old, fo to Ads of 
Charity alſo are gracious Promiſes of Temporal Bleſſings made by him, 
who 4 not a Man that he ſhauld lie; but what he hath ſaid, that he 
will do, and what he hath ſpoken, that he will make good. Upon this 
View the Mraelites were not only commanded to be Charitable to the 
Poor, in point of Duty, but wer&encourag'd tobe ſo in regard to thein 
Worldly Intereſt : Thou ſhalt ſurcly give unto thy poor brother, and 
thine Heart ſhall not be grieved when thou grueſt nnto him; becauſe that 
for this thing the Lord thy God foal bleſs thee in all thy Works, and in all 
that thou putteſi thine hand unto, Deut. 15. 9. What is thus laid out 
is ſure to be repaid with Intereſt; it will turn more to Account by being 
thos dilper ſed, than by being hoarded up, employ*d in the moſt beneficial 
Trade, diſpoſed uf in the moſt promiſing Adventure, or let out at the 
higheſt rate af Uſury. Whatever js thus powr'd out, (hall quickly be; 
repleniſh'd with freſh Supplies from that Fountain of Goodnels, which is 
int xhauſtible. He who thus draws out his Soul to the hungry, ſhall le 
like a watered garden, and like a Spring of Water, whoſe Waters fail 
wor. Iſa, 58. 11. Be therefore the Effylion never ſo great, it ſhall never 
draw us dry ;.bec2uſe as fat as we pour forth, ſo fait ſhall our Store, 
by the Secret and hidden Conveyances of the D. vine Providence, be 
conſtantly recruited. What che Charitable Widow of Sarepta experi- 
enc'd upon her relieving the Prophet Elias, that her Barrel of Meal 
waſted not, and her cruiſe of Oyl failed not, but were repair'd in the 
ſame mexſure as they were ſpent, and were fed upon withour being con- 
fum'd,however Miraculous, was not ſo ſingular and extraordinary, but that 
the Charitable Perſua hath good grounds from Scripture to hope, that 
what be gives to the Poor ſhall, in the like wanner, thro' the ſecret 
Working of God's Providence, be taken from his Heap without leſſen- 
ing it; nay, ſhall add to its Bulk ; and thar thoſe Loaves which are 
dealt out to the Poor, thal!, like thoſe that were diltributed by our 
Srwiour ro his D.ſciples, be multiply d and increas'd by this way of 
Couſumption. | & | 1 
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4 I might go on to purſue the Parallel between the Sacrifices of the 
W119 Low, and Af, of Charity under the Goſpel fill farther; 'und might 
| point aut to you many other Marks, whereby they reſemble each o- 
ther beſides, thoſe that have been already mention'd. Sacritces 
were accepted, not according to the Worth of the Offering, bur ac- 
n cording to the Ability and Good Will of the Offerer; the Perſon vho was 
not able to bring a Lamb, was. to bring two Turtles, or two Young 
nhog Pigeons, which were accepted as well as a greater Victim from a richer | 
FITS votary. And our Apoſtle St. Paul, . hath affur'd us, that it is the very 
© ſame caſe in the giving. of Alma, for if there be firſt a willing Mind, it is 
Lord, accepted according to that à Man hath and not according to t hat he hath 
%. 2 Cor. 8. 12. God doth not weigh our Charity by the Quantity 
Re- of what is given, but by the Cheerfulneſ of the Giver: He doth not 
| ſcrupulous examine How much is parted with; but graciovſly confiders, 
Out of how much it is ta ken: And, according to our Saviour's Calcula- 
tion, the Widow's Mite was not only an equal Sum to the greater Gifts of 
thoſe who were more enabled to give, but She caſt in more than they all. 

Sacrifices of old, vent along both with the Prayers of thoſe who 
implored God's Mercies, and with the Praſies of thoſe who offered their 
Thankſgivings for Mercies receiv'd ; 'whether the People of God de- 
precated his Judgments, a Free-will- offering back d their Petitions 3 or 
whether they acknowledg*'d his Benefits, an Euchariſtick-offeriog vent vp 
with the ſound of their Hallelujahs to the Throne of God. And This alſo 

olds true in Ads of Charity and giving of Alme, which the Saints 
of God have always joyn'd with their Prayers, to render them more 
effectual for drawing down God's Favours; and with their Thankſgivingr; 
"'S Was the moſt proper and ſuitable Return for Benefits already receiv G. 
cficial W But the main deſign of Sacrifices, and that for which they ſeem chiefly 
to have been intended in the Moſaic D:;ſp:nſation, was, that they might 


ly be] make an Atanement for Sin, aed reconcile God unro-Men, ohen by their 
aich s rranſgreſſions they had provok'd him. For beſides the Burnt-Offerings. 
2 Which were offer d to God, as the Creator and $ vercign-of the World; 
s fat 


and the Peace-Offerings, which were off:r'd to him, as the Giver of 


never every good and perſect Gift, there were alſo Sin · Offerings, and Treſpaſ.- 

Store, Pfferings, which were offcr'd to him as an offended God, in order to 

re, be ppeaſe him: The Vidim ſtood in the Place of the Votary; vhat He 

* leſerv'd, that the Victim ſuffer d; and thus for many Sins an Atont ment 
e 


yas made, and He, for whom it was made, was forgiven. Now the A- 
poltle may ſeem to allude to this ſpecial kind of Sacrifices, 'when of do- 
1g good and communicating, he pronounces that they are Satrifices, 
herewith God is well pleaſed. How far Als of Charity bear an Analo- 


n the 
con- 
it that 


, that Wy to theſe Propitiatory Sacriſices, in what Senſe God is here ſaid to be 
ſecret I pleaſed with theſe Sacrifices, whether they are of any efficacy to vards 
leſſen- econciling God to us, and appeaſing his Wrath, is what we propos d 
ch are In the Second place to enquire. auen 
dur II. When it is ſaid of Acts pf Charity, that with ſuch Sacriſiter God 
vay ot F well pleaſed, as is here ſaid by the Apoſtle, and that they are ax odour 


(10). k 
of afart ſmel, aSacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing to God, Phil. 4 18, 
as is elſewhere ſaid by the ſame inſpir d Writer, thoſe of the/Romiſh 
Church think. that the Leaſt we can underſland by theſe Expreſſions, is, 
that by ſuch Sacrifices we Merit or Deſerve God's Favonr, ve make 
thereby ſome kind of ' SatisfaQion ſor our Sins, and in virtue thereof, 
render him Propitious to us. The Terms well pleaſing and acceptable 
do not, they own, of themſelves, imply fo much; but they cannot, in 
their Opinion, be underſtood to fignifie Leſs, when they are join d with 
$ecrifices, with which God has delighted, and by which he was aton'd ; 
so thaf if Acts of Charity are well pleaſing to God Naw, as Sacriſicus 
were of Qld; if theſe are ſubſtituted in the place of Thoſe; if the Lau- 
guage of the Old Teſtament, whereby the Atoning Virtue of Sacrifices 
was expreſs'd, and Underſtood, is rightly apply'd in the New Teſtament 
to Acts of Charity, then they are not only Acceptable, ſay they, bat 
Propitiatory; they give a Right and Title to Remiſſion of Sins; they have 
ja them the Nature of SatisfaRions, and are properly Meritorious. Sins th 
Nav, I think, it muſt be allow d, that there is more Authority, both W Charit 
from the Fathers, and from the Scriptures, to afcribe Merit to Alms, WW moſt cc 
than to any other Good Agion ; and that it ĩs uſual with the Writers of ¶ particu 
the pureſt Ages of the Church to attribute to chem an Healing and Ato · ¶ Needy 
. ning Power to ſpeak of them in the ſame Language, as they do of Pro- beteixt 
pitiatory Sacrifices ; and to aſſert, that by them ve do deſerve well of ¶ poral p 
God, and reconcile him tous, when by our Sins we have provok d him. ¶ accepte 

It is the DoQrige of St. Cyprian, an Ancient Father of the Church, Writs of. 
and one,whoſe Teſtimony we do often appeal to, againſt the Errdrs of ¶ tue and 
the Church of Rome; That thoſe defilements of Sin, which we con- by that 
 *trattafrer Baptiſm, are by our Alms waſh'd away ; that as the Fire of ¶ to whor 
Hell is extinguiſh'd by the Layer of Baptiſmal Water, ſo the Flame of Itnat int 
our Sins is put out by Alms añd good Deeds; and becauſe Remiſſion of I vere (p, 
1 "* Sins is but once given in Baptiſm (which cannot be repeated) therefore ¶ lent Pre 
ij daily and conſtant doing Good, having in it a like Efficacy with Baptiſm, Ney, he de 
| * doth again procure us God's Pardon: That our Saviour, who is merci- Yor raogt 
ful, preſcribes to us Works of Mercy; and becauſe he defires to ſave of $1v; 
* thoſe, whom he hath redeemed at a great Price, he inſtructs them, how The h 
— — — — cf the fi 
„ Sordes poſimodam (poſl Baptiſmum) quaſcunque cont rahimus, elte· N Ears of 
mo ſynis ablui mus. Sicut lauacro aquæ ſalntariſ gehenne ignis extingui · No hich ſe 
T tur, ita eleemoſynis atque operibus juſtis deliForum flamma ſopitur. Et church 
5 quia ſemel in bapttſmo remiſſa peccatorum datur, aſſidus (7 jugis oper s· Inot, in ti 
| tio, baptiſmo inſtar imitata, Dei rurſus indulgentium largitur-- ---Mi-Ywith whi 
fſericors dicet ac monet miſericordiam fieri, & quis ſervare quærit, quo be limite 
mag no pretio, redemit poſt baptiſmi gratiam ſordidatos monet denuo poſt If this m 
purgari.— Remedia propitiands Deo, iphus Dei verbis dats ſunt; quid there wo 
deberent facers peccantes, magiſteria divina docuerunt; operationibi For we : 
;a/lts e meritu peccata purgari. Cy pr de opere Purge an 
& cle:moi, Tract. p. 197, 198, 199. & alibi paſſi ene 
N | FR 4 thoſe, Int. Tel 
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«thoſe; who üfter By 
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Bzptifmal Grace have been pollated, may. again be 


© cleanſed : edies for 9 
of God ; that the Divine Oracles have iaftruged 


to do 


That Remedies'for Aroning God are appoined. in the Word 


Sinners what they are 


chat by Works of Righteo ſatigfy'd. ; that, by the 


daſs God i 


© Merits of Alms Sins are purged; 
Theſe are the Strains of One, who hath 
and Judicious Writer; of One, who mightily adorn'd the Chriſtian Reli 


been alyays eſteem d a Pions 


gion by the Holineſs of bis Life, and who dy d a Martyr for the unde filed 
Soul. was pofleſs'd with an exalted Opinion of the 
Chriftiah Grace; and ont of an earneſt deſire to kiadle 
in the Hearts of his Brethren that Holy Flame, which glow's ſo warmly 
within his own Breaſt, he might ſuffer Kxpreſpions to fall from bis Pen, 
which might not bear the Teſt of a ſevere and rigorous Examination. For 
the Expreſfions by him us d are looſe and General; no Diſtinction is pto- 
ſeſſedly made betwixt leſſer Neglects and Failings in our Duty, and thoſe 


Faith of Chriſt. 
Excellency of this 


Sins that are Groſs aod Preſumptyous 3 berwixt the Inward. Principle of 
Charity, and the bare Outward Acts of it; berwixt Charity, taken, in its 
moſt comprehenſive Senſe, for the Love of God and Man, and that one 
particular Branch of Charity, which conſiſts in relieving the Poor. and 
Needy ; betwixt ie Extraordinary and Ordinary degrees of Charity; 
betvixt the Power of Charity to preyil with God for a releaſe from Tem- 
poral Puniſhments, and from Eternal Death; betwixt, ics being graciouſly 
accepted of God as a Term and Condition of our Pardon, thro' the Me- 
rits of Chriſt's Blood, and its purging away.our Sins by any proper Vir- 
tue and Efficacy of its own, Such Limitations as theſe; th not expteſi d 
by that Holy Father, were, without doubt, by him intended, and by thoſe, 
to whom he addreſt himſelf, well underſtood: And lam verily. perſuaded, _ 
char in that charitable Age no Suſpicions were entertain d, no Snggeftions = 
were ſpread, no Exclamations were made, to the prejudice-af that Excel- 

lent Preacher; as if by an undue extollipg of this Oue Virtue of Chari- 

ty, hederogated from the Worth or Nec 
or taught Men, that, provided 
of Salvation, without Holineſs o 


ty. of O: hex Chriſtian Duties; 
ey gave Alms, they might be ſecure 
The high Encomiums given to Chari 
of the firſt Ages of the Church, tho' they may ſound barſhly now in the 
Ears of Proteſtants, who have juſt reaſon to be jealous of all Exprefſiors, 
which ſeem to give any Countenance to the Modera Opinions of the 
Church of Rowe, concerning the Merit of Good Works, arc yer, I doubt 
not, in that Senſe in which they were meant, and with thoſe Reftriions, 
with which, even when not expreſly gr 
de limited, very agreeable to the Language and Doctrine of Holy Writ: 
f this matter were to be decided by the Authority of Apocryphal Writers, 
8 there would then be no room to diſpute the ſaving: Virtue. of Alms. 
For we are by them taught, that Alus deliver from Death, anal Gall 
Purge away all Sin; that they ſuffer: net to, come inta Darkneſi—=that . 
Water will quench a flaming Fire, and Alm woketh. an Atonement for 
int. Te bit 12, 8 & 4+ 10. Eccluf. z. 30. But, 


ty by this, and by other Writers 


ded, they were-well known to 


— — — — — — - by 


beſides the Teſtimony 
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of theſe Writers whoſe Authority tho appeal'd to in this Caſe by 
Compilertof our own Homilies, ag welFas by the Ancient Fathers of tl 
Church) is not Decifive ; [ Serm. of Alms deeds part. a.]. what is ſaid 
the great Price and Value, and wonderfal Efficacy of Alms, ſeem ſuffi 
early warranted'by thoſe inſpired Pen-Men, who, are ſure, wrote by the 
guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, . . , . Wy 
The Covering and the Pardon of Sin are, in the Language of Hol 
Writ, equivalent Expreſſions : When therefore of Charity ic is affiran's 
dy Sr. Peter, (what is alſo affirm'd of one particular Branch of it by'St 
James,) that it ſhalt cover the multitude of Sins; 1 Pet. 4. 8. James 5.2 
when the covering of Sins is not ſpecified as an AQ, or Inſtance of Chagi 
ty, but Propos d as a Motive to the Exerciſe of it; it is eaſie and natural xc 
. woderſtand the words of the Apolile in this plain and obvious Senſe, th 
Ged is wellpleaſed to remit many Sing to the Charitable on account 9 
their Charity, „ AIST 

That mereiful Alms-dealing is proſitable ro purge the Soul from the 
Infection and filthy Spots of Sin, the Compilers of our Homilies, follos 
+ Nayak the Senſe of Venerable Antiquity, do infer from that remar 
Kable ſaying of our Lord; Give Alms of ſuch things as you have, and 
behold all things areclean unto Wu. Luke 11. 41. The Phariſces mary 
Jed, that he had not firſt waſh'd ere He ſar down to Meat. Upon thi 
our Saviour obſerves, that Outward Cleanneſs is not ſo much to be regare 
ed as lnward Purity; and then, that they might not be at a loſs how tc 
attain this Inward Purity, he preſcribes Acts of Charity, as the molt pre 
per Catharticks, which would cleanſe and purify them better than all Theig 
Waſhings and Luſtrations. b 3 | 

The Wiſe Man hath laid it down as a ſure Aphoriſm, that By Mercy and 
Truth Iniquity is Purg 4: Prov. 16.6. and this General Medicine for the 
healing of our Spiritual Diſeaſes is by Daniel applied to the Particular 
caſe of Nebuchaduexxer; Let my Counſel be acceptable unte thee, and re- 
deem thy Sins by Almi. giving Dan.4.z7, (tor ſo the Original, and ſo all the 
Ancient Verſions run) and thine Iniquities by ſkewing Mercy to the Poor. 
The ſame wholſome Remedy, agaioft the ſame raging | "ra had 
been before preſcrib'd to the People of 1ſ-ae/ by the Prophet Iſaiah: They 
were a /infal Nation, a People laden with Iniquity, a Set of evil doers 
Children that were Corrupters ; that had forſaten the Lord; that had 
"provoked the Holy One of Iſrael to Anger. IC. 1. 4. In ſuch a deſperate State 
as this, the Sacrifices of the Law were of no Efficacy to expatc their 
Guile ; even Repentance it ſelf, without Works of Charity, was not ſut- 
ficient to procure the pardon of their Sins and to reſtore them to the 
Favour of God ; but if, after ceafing to do Evil, and learning to do wel 
they wonld alſo relieve rhe Oppreſſed, junge the Fatherleſi, and plead fa 
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the Widew,” then, th their Sint were as Scarlet, they ſhall be as White. Charie 


« Snow,though they were red like Crinifon,t hey ſhall be as Wool, v.17,18, 
That, in the ſtrict, and now generally recery'd Scnſe of the Word, «is 
ther our Alms, or any other good Works of 6urs do merit God's favour: 
That there is any equality betwixt'rhe Alms ve give, and the Mercies we 
exped from God.; fo that the Former ſhould be the Price, whereby the 
Latter are to be purchaſed; That God's Juſtice would be impeach' d, ii he 


harity v 
Ince ae 
at, alth 
r whoſe 
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| (13) 8 
d not recompenſe our Alms in that manter, in vhich we are affur'd from. 
is word 'He will recompeuſe them; That the Alms-giver is worthy ot 
ternal Life, as the Labourer is worthy” of his Hire ; that there is any 
quivalence or purity of Worth betwixt the good we do to our Brother, 
nd the good we hope for from God; That God, who is well pleaſed with 


by the | 
Far Alms, is any ways better d, or oblig'd by them; That thoſe, who in 


f HolyMycir Lives, or at their Deaths, are liberal in the giving of Alms, (hall 
ffir m btain Eterna! Life, or ſhall eſcape Ererrial Death, tho they Live in the 
by KH. bicual practiſe of any groſs Sin, and Die vithout Repentance ; That no 

| 5» ther Enquiry vill be made at the Day of judgment, but whether ve bare 
Chari:licved the Poor, or not; and that our final State will be determin d ac- 
ural gc 


ording to the Anſwer we make to that ſingle Enquiry : Theſe, I ſay, are 
eners, which all good Proceſtanrs do, upon juſt grounds, Deny and Ab- 
zor, and which the moderateſt of the Romaniſt will not venture ro Af. 
a. Bur then, on the other fide, That Alms are made a neceſſary Con- 
om the tion of our receiving the Bleſſing of God; That, upon our due perfor- 
follow.2nce of this Condition, God will make good his Promiſes; That God 
remarF ch bound himſelf to reward our Alms, and that the Cannot, or rather, 


e th 
unt of 


* 


e, anahat he Will not depart from his Word; That every one ſhall receive a 
"ar Yee ward according to his labour of Love, not a Reward barely equal to 
Dn this Love, but proportionable to it, i. e. a Greater Reward for a Greater 
egar&WLharity, and a Leſs Reward for a Leſs ; bur ſtill ſuch a Reward, as, even 
how to hen leaſt, is greater than his Charity, when Greateſt 3 That our Alms, 
lt pro hether they deſerve, or not, will procure for us God's Mercies, and give 


Theie 


cy and 
for the 


s ſuch a title to the Divine Favour, as, whether of Right it can be overs 
ul'd, or not, will certainly in Fact not be over-rul'd ; That at the Day 
judgment a very Particular and Difſtioguiſhing regard will be had to 
ur As of Charity; that, for the ſake of them, many Sins of Surprize 
ticular: Infirmity ſhall be graciouſly overlookt, in thoſe who are placed on 
and re- hr ist's Right Hand; and that even thoſe, vho are ſcr on his Left Hand, 
all the they have been Charitable, ſhall be condemn'd to more tolerable Puniſſi- 
Poor. Shents, than it co their other Sins they had added that of Unmercifulneſs, 
er, had heſr, I ſay, are Dodrines, which thoſe who, are molt oppoſite to Po- 
9: TheyBry Need not which thoſe, who have a due regard to the. Holy Scrip= 
doers hires, and to that Senſe in which they have been underſtood by the ear- 
at had ſeſt Writers Cannot and which thoſe of our own Communjon Do not deny. 
e State To the Enquiry therefore how far doing good and communicating Sa- 
their gces are pleaſing to God, and what Efficacy they have towai ds atonin 
not (ut- m, this in ort ſeems to be the true Anſwer ; that altho' Adds of Cha- 
to the ty cannot give us a rightful claim to - Promiſes of God, and to the 
do wel. :4on of our Sins, excluſively of other Duties; yet that ſuch liberal Pre- 


4 fl ®Wiſcs are no where in the Goſpel made to any Other Single Duty, as are 
White Charity: that, altho* our Sins ſhall not be remitted to us for our f 
17,18, harity wichout Repentance, yet Acts ot Charity when Join d with Repen- 
ord, tin 


Ince ate of great Uſe to render it effeAual fur procuring Forgivencſs * 


avour;; at, altho* Chriſt our Saviour is our only proper Propitiatory Sacrifice, 


55 * r whoſe fake alone our Sins will be pardoned, yet Acts of Charity per- 
y the 


d, il he 


rm id to our Brethren for the ſake ot Chrilt have, through the all-;uth- 


Ex, 
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cient Merits of Chril*s Blood, a Subordinate Efficacy towards Procurin Pole ſha 
God's Grace and Favour, and are in that reſpect Sacrifice with whichKwhich i 
God i; well pleaſed. , the 

I proceed now in the laſt place to apply what hath been delivered wſſfof Mev 
the Occaſion of this preſent Solemaity. the 

Vo der the Old Teſtament Sacrifices were offer'd 25 well by Communi- to earn 
ries of Men, is by private Perſons, and were appointed by God as prop cloſe C. 
Means to procure National Bleſſings, and to remove National Judgment and Ray 
And that we of this Kingdom and City do not groan under thoſe Cana · and 
mities which our Sins have deſerv'd ; that we are ſlill permitted to en- 
Ny thoſe numerous and ſignal Bleſſings, which by our repeated Trank-W 
grefſions We have jaltly forfeited, is next to che —y goodneſs « 
cd, principally owing to thoſe Goſpel. Sacrifices, of dung good, 
communicating, which have now for many years ia the Hoſpitals of this 
City, as in ſo many Temples of , Charity, been offer d up to che Honour 
of the Almighty. a 


A _ of the Charities of this laſt Year will now be read unto ou, 
Here the Report was Read. 


Theſo are the ſeveral ſorts of Oblations which by the Piety of Devot 
and Chari · able Souls have been preſented; the Sacrifices, which we do 
earneſtly Beſeech and Exhort you, may with the ſame ardeat Zeal, a 
ia an equal, or rather cxceeding Meaſure, be till offer'd unto God, as be 
ing Odors of a ſweet-ſmell, Sacrifices which we know to be axceprable 
end well pleaſing unto him. 

A Father of. the Fatherleſs is God in his Holy Habitation: Pal. 63, 5 
And therefore cannot but with Pleaſure look down upon thoſe, who « 
bere upon Earth im'tace him by a Tender and Parernal Care of the Fa 
therle(s and Orphans. 

It is the Character of God's beloved Son, in whom he i wel pleaſi 
that he went about doing good; that he heal d the ſick People, that wer 
ra ken with diverſe Diſeaſes and Torments, and thoſe which were Lun 
zick; that by him the Lame were made to walk, and the Poor had 31 
Goſpel preached unto them: As 10. 38 Mat, 4. 24. Mat. 11 5, Whe 
therefore we follow our Saviour's ſteps. When we gladly embrace all th or tha 
Opportunities of doing good that are offer d us, Aud are diligent ii hen th 
ſeeking our ſuch Opportunities, when they do not offer themſclyes ; Whei hey can 
dy our Charity Health is diſpens d to the Sick, Squndneſꝭ of Body is rene ſt 4 
ſtor'd to the maim'd, and Soundneſs of Mind to the Diſtracted: When Robe ang 
our Expence Children are inſtructed in the ſaving Truths of the Goſpelſſthat is 
and nurtur d in the Fear and Admonition of the Lord; We do by the Hes of 
Acts of Mercy and Goodneſs approve our ſelves the Children of Godiac will 
and may be as well aſſured, as if we heard it by a Voice from Heaven, thao the L 
in us alſo, as his Sons, thro* the Grace of Adoption, Goa i well pleaſed. v hich ih 
It is an Ordinance of God, that if any Man will not Work, neither ſhalt the G 
be eat: 2 Theſſ. 3 10. It is the — of the Golpel, that * who ha 
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curing}fole ſhall feal no move, but labour, working with his Hen the thing 
 whichwhich in good, that fle may give to Himthor needeth : Eph. I 28. Ar 

„ the Fools bath, is the Diſcipline, which the Laws of God; as well as 
red toffof Men, do appoint for the CorreQion of. Evil-doers : When therefore 
oy che care of wife and good Magiſtrates, idle Vagabonds are compel'd 
amuni-lto earn their own Bread with the Sweat of Brows: When Felons are 
properfſcioſe Conſinement reftrain'd from parſaing their former courſes of 
ment. Jaad Rapine, neceſſitated by Hard Labour both to provide for Themſelves, 
Cala · Naad to contribute to the Maintenance of thoſe Pcor, who are Willing, 
to en- but not Able to work ; When Lewd and Profligate Perſons, on whom 
Tranſ{-EReaſon and Religion have no hold, are by the wholſome Diſcipline of 
neſs offifcoporal Puniſhmenrs chiritably Reclaimed ; theſe Acts of Juſtice, Tem- 
d, der d with Mercy, are agrecable to God's reveal'd Will, and do might] 
of thig:donnd to the Honour of bis Name; and with Theſe therefore an 
lonourſſand Righteous God cannot but be delighted. " 43 ; 
To Magiſtrates is delegated the Authority of God; to them in Holy 
tit is ſometimes aſcrib d the very Name of God; but they are never 
more God-like, the Image of the God-Head doth never ſhine forth in 
hem with greater Luſtre, than when, out of their Fulneſs Streams of 
Zounty do. iſſue forth for . refreſhing the Poor and Needy, and by the 
manations of their Goodneſs concurring with Providence, Menu are 
upported in their Life and Being, For as, to do Good without any poſ- 
ibility of receiving Good, is the incommunicable Prerogative of God: 
$0 to do good to thoſe, from whom we have no ProſpeRt of a return, is 
bat which makes the neareſt approaches towards the Divine All- ſaffi- 
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Of the Roman Senators we read, that when their City was ſtorm d by 
> Barbarous Nation, they, array'd in their Purple, and plac'd on their 

hairs of State, appear'd with ſuch Awful Majeſty, that they were even 
yy their Eaemies lookt upon, and reverencd as Gods; but this Venera- 
ion, was ſoon abated; they were quickly diſcoves'd to be Mortal, and 
by the brutal Fury of their Enemies they died like Men. To Chriſtian 

agiſtrates Charity adds a greater Ornament than all the Enfigns of 
Dignity and Robes of State: When they, with Holy Fob, deli ver the 
Poor that cry, and the Fatherleſi, and Him that Bath none to help: 
gear ii hen the bleſſing of him that is ready to periſh comes upon them, and 


Whei hey cauſe the Widows Heart to ſing for Foy : When they pat on Righte- 
y is re u/neſs and it cloath; them, and Mercy and Charity are 10 them as @ 
Vhen Robe and Diadem, Job 29, 12,13, 14. there is then Something in them, 
GoſpelWhat is truly Majeſtick aad Divine ; Something which will {trike the 


yes of all Beholders with a deep and laſting Veneration; Something 
F GodWhbar will render them at laſt Immortal; and which by entitling them 
o the Divine Protection, will beſt ſecure Them and the City; over 
hich they preſide, from all Hoſtile Attempts, and from the lavaſion 
Wo! the Gans. a g ö | 
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In the midſt therefore of our Other Preparations for M 
let us not torget #2 lay up our tis in our Store Houſes : For Ml 
ſpall deliver us from all Affiiions >, it ſhall Fight for c g 
Enemies, better than a mighty Shield, or ſtrong Spear;, Init 
Day of Battle ſuch a Comely Band of well nurtur'd Childee 
as We here ſee, bred up in the Fear of God, and daily:og 
_ in praying for their Benefators, and for the Peace 
and Pr rity of Our eftabliſh'd Church and Goy nes 
will, by procuring the Bleffings of God upon our Natiolt 
prove as whe a Guard againſt the Power of our Enemies 
the beſt diſciplin'd Army of grown Men, expert in War. 
- The Heathens, when upon any great enterprize the 
would render their Gods Propicious, had recourle to ſon 
ancient Books, ſaid to be ſent from Heaven, depoſited wi 
their Prieſts, and lookt into with great Pomp and Cixem 
ny, in order to know, what Religious Rites. they were 
uſe by way of Atonement. * We Chriſtians' are fore th 
we have in our Cuſtody the Oracles of God, given rg? 
from above: Theſe therefore we have now confulred; 4 
in theſe we have found directions, how we may propitii 
God; what thoſe Sacrifices are, which will procure his Wi 
vour, and find a gracious Acceptance with Him. Wherews 
| then ſhall we come before the Lord, and bow our ſelverbefore the hid 
God ? ſhall we come before him with Burnt-Offerings, with Cala 
e an Tear old? In Theſe God had no Pleaſure; even they wes 
affer'd by the Law; much leſs doth he require them now 
our Hands under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. In this 
this Fulleſt Manifeſtation of his Will, He bath ſhew'd ur wh 
I. good; to love Mercy is what the Lord requires of us; to 
good and to communicate are the Sacrifice wherewith we may h 
to pleaſe God, and to draw down his Bleſſings upon our Pe 
ſons and upon our Families; upon our Counſels, and up 
our Enterprizes;, upon our Nation, and upon our Sovereig 
upon the State, and upon the Church; upon our Bodies, an 
upon our Souls. | „ l NR 


With which Bleſſmgs may God of his infinite Mercy.enri 
us through the Merits of his Bleſſed Sen Feſus Chriſt ol 


Lord! 
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